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Illinois Wesleyan enrollment exceeds target  
Sept. 19, 2011 
BLOOMINGTON, Ill.— Enrollment at Illinois Wesleyan this fall totals 2,090, significantly above 
the University’s planning target of 2,050 and making this the 14th consecutive year enrollment 
has been above the 2,000 mark.  Included in the total are 556 new students who were chosen 
from 3,523 applicants, the second highest number of applications in school history. 
“We’re extremely pleased that we exceeded our enrollment target for the year, especially given 
the difficult national economy,” said President Richard F. Wilson “And, even more important 
than the numbers is the quality of those students.  This year’s class, like those in previous 
years, is very strong academically with an average ACT of 28 (out of a possible 36) and a high 
school GPA of 3.8.“ 
Illinois Wesleyan enrollment includes students from 32 states and 22 foreign countries, including 
166 students from McLean County. In addition, over the past seven years the University’s 
minority and international enrollment has doubled and now totals 20 percent of the student 
body.  Contributing to Wesleyan’s enrollment success is a 97 percent retention rate, which 
places the University among the nation’s top schools for the proportion of students returning 
from one year to the next. 
“We are off to a great start this year and I am very pleased with the size, quality and make up of 
our new class,” said Bob Murray, dean of enrollment management. “To help attract talented 
students from a broad range of backgrounds to the University, we award $30 million each year 
in scholarships and grants.  This past year financial aid was awarded to 90% of the students on 
the Wesleyan campus, including three students who won prestigious Fulbright awards to study 
internationally, seven others who were accepted to study at Oxford University’s Pembroke 
College this fall, and many others who excel academically and engage in service and volunteer 
activities in the Bloomington-Normal community.” 
Illinois Wesleyan was founded in 1850 as Bloomington-Normal’s first institution of higher 
learning.  It is a member of the Annapolis Group, a consortium of the nation’s 128 leading 
private liberal arts colleges. 
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